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discerns very little history in the book of Genesis, and regards the 
early narratives as naive conceptions. Beginning with the book of 
Exodus, he finds abundant historical material, very whit as much as, if 
not more than, does Kittel, and he often has a happy explanation of 
perplexing statements, situations, and events. In his treatment of the 
Hebrew records for the period subsequent to the descent into Egypt, 
he undertakes a series of reductions. The biblical narrative is relieved 
of the supernatural, and reduced as far as possible to the providential. 
The remnant of the supernatural, that refuses to yield to this process, is 
removed by the assumption that it is poetic description, or " providence 
magnified ," or tradition developed by the religious imagination. In 
the natural account thus secured uncertainties remain, due to the 
remoteness of the recorder from the events and to apparent conflict 
between the authorities. The attempt must, of course, be made to 
reduce uncertainty to certainty. This theory is thoroughly intelligible, 
and has its legitimate place in careful, scholarly criticism, provided 
that the investigator does not rule out the possibility of the super- 
natural in history — which Dr. Wade disclaims the intention of doing — 
but considers its attestations. Despite his disclaimer, the miraculous 
seems to be, in the mind of the author, always a condemnation of the 
record ; and the method in general, as practiced by him, is rather too 
easy and its application too forceful. Apart from this, the author 
shows a certain weakness as a historian in his failure, after the elimina- 
tion of the supernatural, to sift the remaining material critically and 
separate the true history in his sources. He constantly leaves his readers 
to do what he should have done for them, or have assisted them in doing. 
Such clauses abound as " probable on the whole," " if the account has a 
historical foundation," " depicts more or less faithfully." He impresses 
the attentive reader as giving narratives for what they are worth. 

It is interesting to notice that Dr. Wade interprets the Meneptah 
stele so far in accord with Dr. W. W. Moore as that he regards the 
attack upon the Israelites as made while they were at Kadesh. 

John D. Davis. 
Princeton, N. J. 

Israels Geschichte von Alexander dem Grossen bis Hadrian. 
Von A. Schlatter. ( = " Reiche der alten Welt," Band 
III.) Calw und Stuttgart: Vereinsbuchhandlung, 1901. 
Pp. 342. M. 3. 

The object of the historical series, "Reiche der alten Welt," is to 
" present chiefly those states of antiquity which are of especial interest 
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to readers of the Bible." Certainly the period of the history of Israel 
treated in the present volume is of extreme interest to the specialist 
and layman alike, for directly out of the life and thought of this period, 
as modern New Testament criticism has come to recognize fully, grew 
primitive Christianity and the thoughts and tendencies mirrored in the 
New Testament. Unfortunately, however, the author has not succeeded 
in adapting his history to the needs of the general reader ; for not only 
has he failed to present things lucidly and in their proper sequence 
and perspective, but — and herein lies the most serious objection to 
the book — instead of aiming principally to give the results already 
securely established, or, in default of such, to state the most probable 
theories, the book contains a number of wild conjectures and ground- 
less hypotheses, and these stated in such a way that the general reader 
does not suspect the existence of any other theory on the point in 
question. Obvious legends, too, are treated as authentic history, and, 
on the other hand, significant facts are passed over entirely, or are not 
given due prominence. The result of all this is that the picture pre- 
sented of the period is, in many respects, unreliable, even fantastic. A 
few examples will be necessary to illustrate this. In the sketch of 
Simeon b. Shetach (pp. 1 15-19), which is based altogether on 
rabbinical legends, the statement of the Mishnah that "Simeon b. 
Shetach had had eighty women hanged in Ashkelon, in one day " is 
accepted as authentic, together with the comments of the Talmud on 
the alleged occurrence, although the mere fact that Ashkelon was a 
Greek town, and that the Jerusalem Synhedrium could therefore have 
had no jurisdiction over the Jewish community there, shows that no 
historical worth can be attached to the narrative. Regarding the 
period in which Judea was governed by Roman procurators, it is stated 
that " the rabbis [wV/J expressly reserved for themselves the right of 
inflicting capital punishment upon such as seduced the community " 
(p. 223) ; the account of Jesus' condemnation given in the gospels, 
however, shows that, even in such a case, the power of sentencing to 
death rested in the hands of the procurators. Schlatter regards the 
Jewish Hellenists Demetrius and Aristeas as contemporaries, because 
they " were that according to the legend about the origin of the Greek 
Bible" (our author coolly disregarding the fact that the Aristeas letter 
refers only to the translation of the Pentateuch, see p. 47); for, he 
argues, Demetrius and Aristeas of the Aristeas letter are, in very fact, 
no others than the two Hellenistic historians, inasmuch as, in the 
legend, the two " that exploited the Bible " are represented " as having 
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translated it and as having related " about the translation, respectively. 
Demetrius, later, " became confused with the Demetrius famed among 
the Greeks of the time of the first Ptolemy," and then " Aristeas had to 
become a heathen too." That " the legend ascribes the greater glory to 
Demetrius, and not to Aristeas," would go to show that "the work" of 
the former was " the older and more celebrated " (p. 35). A number 
of such examples of fanciful conjectures being represented as self- 
evident facts might be enumerated. In representing the influence of 
Hellenism on the intellectual life of late Judaism, Schlatter goes so far 
as to assume such influence even when the dependence upon or the 
natural development out of older Old Testament ideas is clearly 
evident. For instance, he finds that the explanation in Daniel of the 
seventy years of Jeremiah as meaning seventy year-weeks, "shows" 
both the Pythagorean " idea of number as the key to all things " and 
the significance attached to the number 7 in the Pythagorean physics 
(p. 83) ; and the description of God in the apocalypse of Abraham as 
"immeasurable fire" (in reality it is the heavenly throne which is so 
described) he traces back to the influence of the Stoic philosophy 
(pp. 173 and 269), although the dependence upon Ezekiel I and upon 
the corresponding description in the Ethiopian book of Enoch is 
unmistakable. The author even maintains that the " Rabbinat [his 
name for "scribism"] had its roots in HeHenism " (pp. no, 61 f., etc.). 

Moses Buttenwieser. 
Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati, O. 

ElNLEITUNG IN DIE BOCHER DES ALTEN TESTAMENTS. Von 

Wolf Wilhelm Baudissin. Leipzig: Hirzel, 1901. Pp. 
xviii + 834, with indices of Scripture references, subjects, 
and of persons. M. 14. 

This volume differs from the ordinary German book in not using 
abbreviations for the pentateuchal documents, and in relegating the 
Scripture references to the margin. The author does not expend his 
strength in combating the views of others, but presents his own clearly 
and fully. He occupies a position in regard to the age and succession 
of the documents in the Pentateuch quite different from that held by 
the majority of Old Testament critics, and of which he has already 
given indications in earlier writings. In this respect Dillmann has 
found in Baudissin a worthy successor. 

The author first gives a brief survey of the field of " General Intro- 



